METHODS FOR JUDGING EXPRESSIVE BEHAVIOR      215
in mere running around. But besides the expansion in the sphere of
motion, there exists an expansion in the sphere of fantasy and
dreams. These children may sit on one spot and dream of the large
world around them. Thus, a surrounding line may be expressive in
many ways, and the various possible interpretations will show how
difficult it is to interpret one single element without its relationship
to other elements; it is always the whole which determines the value
of the part.
THE TEXTURE OF STROKES
The comparison of drawings performed by the same child at dif-
ferent times also permits us to compare the texture and direction of
the strokes. The texture of a stroke may depend OB the kind of
paper and pencil used, and on the kind of support given while
drawing; but if the same texture appears on different occasions we
may use it as material for interpretation.
Some children always make faint, wobbling lines and shadings
which are blurred and fuzzy. Such children are usually very vague
hi their behavior and in their wishes; on the other hand, they may be
very obedient, passive to the point of masochism.
The preference for shadings suggests a tactile sensitivity, often
a preference for soft material, a desire to caress dogs, cats, etc.*
The preference for spotting and the tendency to cover the white
plane as thoroughly as possible with strokes is often an expression
of what Freud calls the "anal stage" (Fig. 59).
Jittery lines indicate an irritation, sometimes related to the
object or person the child is drawing.
Interruption may point to stubbornness, negativism, or sullen-
ness.
There are children who make oversharp lines; they almost cut
the paper with the point of the pencil. They usually like contrasts
of black and white and prefer to distinguish objects or persons, if
they draw such, by special features (big eyes, ears, etc.). Such
children usually know what they want; they have definite Hkes and
dislikes, wishes, reactions. They may be rebellious, active, dominat-
ing, aggressive to the point of sadism (Fig. 53),
Marking with little lines (Fig. 54) and persevering at small
ornamental elements are the preference of children who are lost in a
state of dreaminess (Fig, 55); they are attracted more by the tec-
tore itself tiian by the object they wish to represent
Conversely, big lines made Impulsively are the preference af
* Cp. samf^ interpretation in the Rorschach test.